
Gunther HARTMANN, MD 

ImmunoSensation2  • Bonn Cluster of Excellence 

 

 

 
 

*07.12.1966, German, male 
Institute of Clinical Chemistry and Clinical Pharmacology 
University Hospital Bonn 
Sigmund-Freud-Str. 25 
D-53127 Bonn 
Phone: +49-(0)228-287-16080 E-mail: gunther.hartmann@uni-bonn.de 

 

Current position 
Director (W3) of the Institute of Clinical Chemistry and Clinical Pharmacology with Central 
Laboratory 
Research expertise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The focus of research is the immunorecognition of nucleic acids, and its intersection with RNA interference. The 
group contributed to the immunobiology of TLR9 and CpG DNA, specifically the function of TLR9 in the human im- 
mune system. Furthermore, the group found that short interfering RNA molecules (siRNA) activate TLR7, and worked 
on the structural requirements for the detection of RNA by TLR7 and TLR8. The 
group identified the RNA ligand for RIG-I, and analyzed the signaling pathways of RIG-I, and resolved the crytal struc- 
ture or RIG-I bound to its ligand 5 -́ triphosphate RNA. The group identified cyclic [G(2‘,5‘)pA(3“,5”)p] as the metazoan 
second messenger in the cGAS-STING pathway. The group applies immunostimulatory nucleic acids and siRNA for 
immunotherapy of cancer and viral infection. 
Academic  qualifications 
2006               Degree: Experimental Pharmacology and Toxicology, LMU Munich, Germany 
2003               Degree: Clinical Pharmacology, LMU Munich, Germany 
1999               Habilitation, Clinical Pharmacology, LMU Munich, Germany 
1994               Doctorate, Dr. med., University of Ulm, Germany 
1986 - 1993     Medicine, University of Ulm, Medical School, Germany 
Postgraduate professional career 
2014                Founder Rigontec GmbH 
2007 - pres. Director of the Institute of Clinical Chemistry and Clinical Pharmacology with Central Laboratory of 

the University Hospital of Bonn, Germany 
2005               Professor, Head of Clinical Pharmacology, University Hospital Bonn, Germany 
2004 - 2005     Chief resident, Division of Clinical Pharmacology, LMU München, Germany 
1999 - 2005     Principal investigator, Division of Clinical Parmacology, LMU Munich, Germany 
1997 - 1999     Postdoctoral DFG research fellow, (Prof. Arthur Krieg), Iowa, USA 
1994 - 1996     Clinical fellowship, Medizinische Klinik (Prof. P Scriba), LMU Munich, Germany 
Honors and awards 
2013                Elected member German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina 
2012                Gottfried-Wilhelm Leibniz-Preis 
2011 - 2012     Elected President of the Oligonucleotide Therapeutics Society (OTS) 
2011                Dr. Friedrich-Sasse Medal in Gold of the Berliner Medizinische Gesellschaft 
2011                GoBio-Award of the Federal Ministry for Education and Research (BMBF) 
Memberships and professional functions 
2017 - pres.     Member of the Scientific Advisory Council (SAC) of the Oligonucleotide Therapeutics Society 
2016 - pres.     Founder and elected head of the scientific steering committee of the Translational Infrastructure 

Vaccine Development (TI Vaccine) of the German Center of Infectious Diseases (DZIF) 
2016 - pres.     Vice Dean of Research of the Medical Faculty 
2013 - pres.     Vice Speaker of DZIF Bonn-Cologne 
2013 - pres.     Liaison lecturer of the German Academic Scholarship Foundation 
2012 - pres.     Speaker, ImmunoSensation Cluster of Excellence, University Bonn 
2012 - pres.     Head of the research committee Klinische Studien of the Medical Faculty 
2011 - 2012     President of the international Oligonucleotide Therapeutics Society 
2010                Elected Vice Speaker of the SFB 670 
2009               Elected member of the committee Krebstherapie-Studien of the German Cancer Aid (Deutsche 

Krebshilfe) 
2008 - 2017     Head of Research Committee BONFOR 
2006 - pres.     Member of the Steering committee, Comprehensive Cancer Center Köln-Bonn (CIO) 
Most important funding since 2012 
2016 - 2020     DFG IRTG 2168 “Myeloid antigen presenting cells and the induction of adaptive immunity” 
2016 - 2018     esa “Pharmacogenetic Diagnostics for individualized medicine in Human Spaceflight” 
2012 - 2017     ImmunoSensation Cluster of Excellence, Speaker 
2009 - 2017 DFG SFB 832 “Molecular basis and modulation of cellular interactions in the tumour 

microenvironment” 
2007 - 2017     DFG SFB 670 “Cell-autonomous Immunity” 
2005 - 2015     BioFuture 
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